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January 2019   
In Brazil, the ultra-right-
wing Jair Bolsonaro takes 
office as the new president. 

November 2019 
The STP launches its ‘Hands off the 
Amazon’ campaign to strengthen 
indigenous communities in their 
fight for human rights and the pres-
ervation of the Amazon. 

September 2021 
The STP publishes a report on 
planned disproportionate con-
struction of infrastructure in 
the Tapajós region. 
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New research by the STP shows that UBS has co-financed controversial agricul-
tural corporations in Brazil. In addition to public pressure on those involved in 
Amazon deforestation, the STP continued to support affected communities in 
their struggle for rights and recognition of their habitat.  

 Activities
UBS, via its Brazilian investment bank, has provided the two agricultural corpora-
tions Marfrig and BrasilAgro with money from global investors. Both companies are, 
or at least have been, involved in illegal deforestation, environmental destruction 
and human rights violations. This is shown by new STP research, which was made 
accessible in the form of a web story and explanatory video. 

Alongside public relations work, the STP continued to provide tangible support for 
indigenous partner organisations in the fight for their rights: It is strengthening 
the Mundurukú organisation Pariri and the Tupinambá organisation CITUPI in the 
Tapajós region (Pará). Pariri wants to open a community centre, create new jobs 
and strengthen the network of surrounding villages. For the Tupinambá, the STP is 
funding political meetings and the protest campaign ‘Grito Ancestral’ (cry of the 
ancestors) against the illegal timber business. In addition, the STP is supporting a 
cocoa project in northern Brazil, so as to offer young Yanomami a possible source 
of income. 

 Achievements
The STP research on UBS’s financing of controversial agricultural concerns was 
picked up by major media outlets. The STP successfully worked on the UBS case 
with the Swiss Coalition for Corporate Justice: The explanatory video was widely dis-
tributed on social media and the STP supported the petition for a law on corporate 
responsibility via its information channels.

The STP organised crowdfunding for partner organisations and supported the im-
plementation of workshops on human rights education for indigenous communities. 
In the space of three years, nine workshops have taken place, each with almost 60 
participants. With this reliable support spanning several years, the STP is strength-
ening its partners in the long term. 

 Outlook
End of the Bolsonaro era: At the end of October, the left-wing Luiz Ingácio Lula da 
Silva was elected to the presidency for the second time, by a very narrow margin. For 
indigenous communities in Brazil, this changes the basis on which to demand their 
rights. The STP will continue to support its partner organisations in this regard. 

October 2021
Visit of a delegation from  
Brazil and release of the film 
‘Threatened Tapajós’, about the 
planned infrastructure projects 
in the Amazon. 

September 2022 
The STP reveals how UBS 
co-finances controversial  
agricultural companies in 
Brazil and thus contributes  
to Amazon deforestation.  

October 2022
Brazil elects left-wing ex-pres-
ident Luiz Ingácio Lula da Silva 
to the presidency for the second 
time. This brings tentative hope 
for environmental protection 
and human rights. 

CAMPAIGNS & PROJECTS  

Brazil: ”Hands off the Amazon!“ 

Marcele Mundurukú resists deforestation on the Lower Tapajós River in Brazil.



 
 

1110  Activities
In 2022, Beijing presented itself as open and cosmopolitan at the Winter Olympics. 
At the same time the regime intensified its repression of ethnic and religious com-
munities in East Turkestan and Tibet. As the Swiss Federal Council kept silent de-
spite worldwide criticism, the STP, together with Uyghur and Tibetan organisations 
awarded it as the winner of the ‘gold medal for silence’.

Solidarity with these partners was of central importance to the STP: be it at joint 
strategy workshops, at protests held in Geneva by the World Uyghur Congress, or at 
an activist event realised by Tibet organisations at the IOC in Lausanne. The high-
light was the visit of two Uyghur women to Switzerland: In panel discussions, in 
parliament and at the UN, these two survivors of detention camps in East Turkestan 
told of their almost unimaginable illegal imprisonment and torture.

 Achievements 
The STP contributed expertise to the Swiss media and brought in the voices of its 
Uyghur partners. It closely accompanied the parliamentary work on Switzerland’s 
responsibility in China, and acted as a mediator between politicians and affected 
communities. This commitment, geared towards the long term, is paying off: Even 
politicians in the pro-business camp are now calling for tangible measures against 
China’s large-scale repression and for responsible business practices. For instance, a 
proposal from Corina Gredig (Zurich, GLP) against the import of goods from Chinese 
forced labour was approved by the legal affairs committees of both chambers of 
parliament.

 Outlook
The STP is stepping up its commitment regarding the human rights situation in Chi-
na. The Federal Council must finally prioritise human rights over profit. Switzerland 
must also consistently stand up for human rights on the UN Security Council. The 
STP will also be paying close attention to the upcoming China-Switzerland talks on 
financial markets. It will campaign for a suspension of the free trade agreement and 
effective legislation for due diligence of companies with regard to forced labour. 
It is continuing to document crimes in East Turkestan, with a particular focus on 
gender-based violence.

September 2022 
The Legal Affairs Committee 
of the Council of States adopts 
an initiative for expanding the 
counter-proposal to the Respon-
sible Business Initiative so that it 
also encompasses forced labour.

September 2022 
The EU drafts a supply chain 
law, banning products of 
forced labour. NGOs judge it to 
be significant, but insufficient. 
Switzerland is lagging further 
and further behind.

September 2022
Two Uyghur women visit 
Switzerland and tell of 
their incarceration in de-
tention camps. The Swiss 
public is deeply moved.

February 2022
The STP, together with Tibetan 
and Uyghur organisations, awards 
the Federal Council the ‘gold med-
al in silence’ in the context of the 
Beijing Winter Olympics, for not 
voicing any criticism of China. 

May 2022
Leaked official pho-
tos and documents 
show the brutal ex-
tent of state violence 
in East Turkestan.
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August 2022
The East Turkestan report by UN High 
Commissioner Michelle Bachelet is pub-
lished after a long delay and addresses 
human rights violations. China disputes 
the publication and, as was to be ex-
pected, describes it as untrue.

In 2022, the Federal Council again remained passive: Despite worldwide criti-
cism, it was silent about China’s Winter Olympics. Moreover, Switzerland is fall-
ing far behind the EU and the USA in efforts to combat the import of goods from 
forced labour. However, there is resistance in parliament and civil society; the 
STP and Uyghur activists actively contribute to the discussion. 

China: Free Uyghur community instead of free trade with China 
CAMPAIGNS & PROJECTS  

Gulbahar Jalilova, Asgar Can and Gulbahar Haitiwaji denounce the situation in Eastern Turkestan.



1312  Activities
Since 2021, the STP has been exerting pressure on state-affiliated corporations in 
Russia and associated Swiss companies, while supporting its partners in their strug-
gle against state violence. On the 24th of February 2022, Russia invaded Ukraine. 
At the same time, Russia intensified its repression of indigenous people. In order 
to protect its partners, the STP immediately deleted any web content that allowed 
them to be identified. Some indigenous people fled in March and, in exile, founded 
a network: the International Committee of Indigenous Peoples of Russia (ICIPR).

In July, ICIPR activists travelled to the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples (EMRIP) session in Geneva. Together with the STP, they organised 
panel discussions and high-level diplomatic meetings, where they reported how war 
and sanctions hit indigenous people disproportionately hard. Russian repression 
was even evident at the EMRIP session: Yana Tannagasheva from the ICIPR delega-
tion was subjected to an extremely crude verbal attack by a Russian government 
representative. 

Also at the UN Forum on Business and Human Rights in November, the STP and its 
partners jointly called for observance of indigenous rights and decriminalisation of 
indigenous activism.

 Achievements
After the attack on Tannagasheva at the EMRIP session, the STP supported her in a 
UN complaint and put the Russian activists in touch with Swiss media. Despite ad-
verse circumstances, the STP intensified its cooperation with its partners and sup-
ported the ICIPR both financially and organisationally.

 Outlook
The indigenous people of Russia are still in a perilous situation. Their security has top 
priority. With this in mind, the STP will further support the ICIPR, so that it can play 
its essential role: countering Russian propaganda, exposing crimes against humanity 
and maintaining contact with Russia’s indigenous communities. The STP will also work 
to ensure that the indigenous perspective is not left out of the debate on Russia’s war 
of aggression. The STP is also supporting the activists with regard to security issues.

July 2022 
The STP accompanies its partners to Geneva for 
the most important UN session on indigenous 
rights. They give well-publicised speeches and 
describe their plight to high-ranking diplomats. 
During the session, a Russian government repre-
sentative harasses an ICIPR activist.

August 2022
The ICIPR and the 
STP publish a report 
on the situation of 
indigenous people 
in the context of war 
and repression.

November 2022
An indigenous delegation trav-
els to the UN Forum on Business 
and Human Rights in Geneva. The 
STP organises their trip, as well 
as meetings with representatives 
from politics, business and media.

February 2022 
On the 24th of February, 
Russian troops invade 
Ukraine in a major offen-
sive, violating interna-
tional law.  

March 2022
The Kremlin ensures that 
protests are crushed, arrests 
activists, and takes action 
against media and NGOs. 

Human rights work in authoritarian Russia has always been tough. Since the in-
vasion of Ukraine though, the warmongering Kremlin has been crushing media 
outlets and NGOs, as well as activist and indigenous structures, with unprece-
dented severity. However, the STP’s courageous partners have regrouped and are 
persistently resisting.
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March 2022
Indigenous exiles, including part-
ners of the STP, establish the 
ICIPR. It is their response to re-
pression, censorship and the re-
gime’s infiltration of indigenous 
organisations.

Arctic: Warmongering Russia encounters indigenous resistance
CAMPAIGNS & PROJECTS  

The Russian exile activists Dmitry Berzhakov, Tjan Zaotchnaya and Yana Tannagasheva.
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Court ruling on wind turbines
Norway’s highest court has ruled in favour 
of the Åerjel Fosen Njarke Sijte (members 
of the Sámi). The construction of the 
wind farm in Fosen violates the rights 
of the indigenous community. While the 
consequences of the illegal construction 
for the Sami community were becoming 
more and more noticeable, the corpora-
tion Fosen Vind still shows no intention 
of complying with the demands for dis-
mantling and renaturation. 

Switzerland on the UN Security Council 
Switzerland has been elected to the UN 
Security Council in June 2022. The STP 
has reiterated the responsibility that 
this brings and considers it Switzerland’s 
duty to work towards more effective pol-
icy on peace, human rights and the  
environment by supporting UN reforms, as 
well as by strengthening minority and hu-
man rights.

China: forced labour  
The Legal Affairs Committee of the Coun-
cil of States has adopted a parliamentary 
initiative to expand due diligence: Com-
panies are to check their supply chains 
not only for risks in connection with four 
conflict minerals and child labour, but 
also for the risk of forced labour. The STP 
welcomes this step and the increasing 
awareness of the devastating situation 
of the Uyghur people in East Turkestan. 
However, it calls on the Federal Council to 
take further and bolder steps to address 
forced labour in East Turkestan. 

Federal Supreme Court ruling against 
racism 
The Federal Supreme Court has definitive-
ly confirmed that the two co-presidents 
of the Young SVP Berne have violated the 
anti-racism penal provision. Specifically, 
the ruling concerns a Facebook post, in 
which the pair spread antiziganist imag-
es and made sweeping derogatory remarks 
about travelling Sinti and Roma. The STP 
welcomed the ruling and hopes this will 
set a trend in the handling of racist pub-
lic statements. 

Petition on corporate responsibility:  
On the 1st of December, the Swiss Coa-
lition for Corporate Justice submitted 
its petition for a binding law on corpo-
rate responsibility, with 217,509 signa-
tures. The law should oblige companies 
to observe human rights and comply 
with environmental standards, not just 
in Switzerland, but also abroad. The STP 
supported this petition because volun-
tary measures alone are not enough to 
prompt companies to act in a socially and 
ecologically responsible manner. 

The STP works to ensure respect for human rights, either by reminding compa-
nies of their human rights obligations or by calling on Swiss politicians to act. 
Several such moments are captured here: some are encouraging, whereas others 
clearly show that human rights are still not consistently respected:

News

Petition



1716 Financial Report

Balance sheet as on 31 December 2022

The STP can again look back on a successful year. Thanks to the solid equity capital 
base, liquidity is assured. Without generous support from our members, as well as 
from donors, foundations and institutions, our work would be impossible. The STP 
would like to take this opportunity to express sincere gratitude for this support. The 
STP strives to use the available resources in an efficient, goal-oriented manner and 
to manage them economically.

Income statement for 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2022

General accounting principle

The financial reporting of the Society for Threatened Peoples (STP) complies with 
the professional financial reporting recommendations Swiss GAAP FER 21 and core 
FER, and with the Swiss Code of Obligations. This financial report represents the ac-
tual situation regarding assets, finances and profits. 

The 2022 financial report was approved by the executive board on 7 March 2023 for 
the attention of the members’ assembly.

The complete annual financial statement and audit report can be ordered from the 
STP or downloaded from the website: 
https://www.gfbv.ch/en/about-us/annual-reports/

LIABILITIES 2022 2021
TRADE PAYABLES / CURRENT LIABILITIES 68 556.96 57 236.42
ACCRUED EXPENSES / DEFERRED INCOME 63 267.85 159 963.31

TOTAL BORROWED CAPITAL 131 824.81 217 199.73
FUNDS 76 723.92 22 794.74

TOTAL FUNDS 76 723.92 22 794.74
ORGANISATIONAL CAPITAL 938 758.69 817 094.67

NET PROFIT / LOSS -12 460.66 129 034.02

TOTAL EQUITY 926 298.03 946 128.69
TOTAL LIABILITIES 1 134 846.76 1 186 123.16

ASSETS 2022 2021
LIQUID ASSETS 1 114 747.98 1 155 562.97

OUTSTANDING ASSETS / RECEIVABLES 3 878.18 3 267.29

ACCRUED INCOME 7 048.85 7 814.50

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 1 125 675.01 1 166 644.76
TANGIBLE ASSETS 9 171.75 19 478.40

TOTAL CAPITAL ASSETS 9 171.75 19 478.40
TOTAL ASSETS 1 134 846.76 1 186 123.16

EXPENDITURE 2022 2021
CAMPAIGNS AND PROJECTS 980 861.17 816 458.96

PERSONNEL EXPENSES 387 879.10 361 394.71

ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS 106 946.40 104 975.59

FUNDRAISING COSTS 523 964.06 524 805.75

DEPRECIATIONS 16 333.40 15 320.00

TOTAL COSTS 2 015 984.13 1 822 955.01
OPERATING RESULT 12 087.32 151 832.87
FINANCIAL INCOME -6 897.70 -5 150.33

INCOME UNRELATED TO THE ACCOUNTING PERIOD 28 908.90 52 000.00

RESULT BEFORE CHANGE OF FUNDS CAPITAL 34 098.52 198 682.54
TOTAL FUNDS RESULT -46 559.18 -69 648.52
ANNUAL RESULT -12 460.66 129 034.02

INCOME 2022 2021
SALES REVENUE 848.80 596.70

MEMBERSHIP FEES AND DONATIONS 1 818 023.58 1 849 537.43

CONTRIBUTIONS 200 169.06 117 826.80

OTHER INCOME 9 030.01 6 826.95

TOTAL INCOME 2 028 071.45 1 974 787.88



1918 Activity report

 Who we are

The Society for Threatened Peoples Switzerland campaigns for the rights of minori-
ties and indigenous peoples. It is an association under the Swiss Civil Code and is 
the Swiss section of the Society for Threatened Peoples International. No member-
ship fees were paid to STP International for the year 2022. Other sections of STP 
International are located in Germany, Austria, South Tyrol / Italy, and Bosnia-Her-
zegovina. The STP has representatives in various other countries. 

 What we do

• 	 We support local efforts to strengthen the human rights of minorities and  
	 indigenous peoples.
•	 We document and seek penalties for the violation of collective and individual 
	 human rights, call for clarification, punishment and compensation in this regard,  
	 and seek solutions together with the affected communities and all stakeholders.
•	 We protect the interests of our partners in dealings with authorities and deci- 
	 sion-makers, in cases where they cannot do so alone.

The substantial activities carried out in 2022, the successes achieved and the out-
look are described in the annual report. The financial successes are listed according-
ly in the Financial Report section.

 Organisation

Our executive board is elected for two years (re-election is possible) and is 
made up of the following people: 

Lisa Mazzone (president, elected until 2022)
Miges Baumann (vice president, elected until 2024)
Lea Ackermann (elected until 2024)
Göpf Berwerger (elected until 2023)
Melanie Gajowski (elected until 2024)
Marianne Helfer (elected until 2023)
Eva Schmassmann (elected until 2023)

Theodora Peter has stepped down as a board member. She has served on our board 
from 2014 - 2022. We have greatly appreciated her contribution and thank her for 
her great commitment.

In 2022, the executive board met five times and worked for a total of about 150 
non-remunerated hours for the STP.

In the course of 2022, a total of 12 permanent employees and 9 interns worked for 
the STP. Internships usually last 6–12 months.

 Our supporters

Most income is generated from membership fees and donations made by individu-
als. At the end of 2022, the STP had about 16,000 active supporters – roughly the 
same as in the previous year. The recruitment of members and donors simultaneous-
ly serves to raise public awareness of the organisation’s objectives. New members 
and donors are recruited by means of stand campaigns, at events, on doorsteps and 
via mailings. 

For various campaigns, we received donations and contributions from foundations 
and organisations. 

The STP would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all members, donors, 
foundations and organisations for their generous support. Without all of you, our 
work would not be possible. The STP would also like to thank the executive board, 
the employees and the interns for their immense enthusiasm and untiring commit-
ment to human rights! 



Become an 
ally of 

minorities and 
indigenous  

people

Thank you!

a
DONATION

through a:
MEMBERSHIP

or a
 BEQUEST

www.gfbv.ch/aktiv-helfen

Get involved by supporting us! 

We can only continue our work with your support!  
Thank you very much for your valuable contribution.

Donations: IBAN CH05 0079 0016 2531 7232 1


